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appropriations for the John F. Kennedy Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts for fiscal year 
2007. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the bill be 
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, and that any statements relating 
to the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 5187) was ordered to be 
read a third time, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

f 

CORRECTING THE ENROLLMENT 
OF H.R. 3127 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H. Con. Res 48, which was re-
ceived from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res 480) 
to correct the enrollment of a bill, H.R. 3127. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the con-
current resolution be agreed to, the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, and that any statements relating 
to the concurrent resolution be printed 
in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 480) was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

TREATY DOCUMENT 109–10A 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the For-
eign Relations Committee be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
the following treaty and that it be 
placed on the Executive Calendar: 

Protocol Additional to the Geneva 
Conventions of 12 August 1949, and re-
lating to the Adoption of an Additional 
Distinctive Emblem, adopted at Gene-
va on December 8, 2005, and signed by 
the United States on that date. 

I further ask unanimous consent that 
this protocol and those that remain in 
committee be assigned designations of 
‘‘A,’’ ‘‘B,’’ and ‘‘C’’ respectively to re-
flect that three protocols were received 
as part of Treaty Document 109–10. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that a joint state-
ment with Senator BIDEN, and accom-
panying materials, regarding the Gene-
va Protocol III—the Protocol Addi-
tional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 

August 1949, and relating to the Adop-
tion of an Additional Distinctive Em-
blem—be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

JOINT STATEMENT OF SENATORS LUGAR AND 
BIDEN 

Today, on behalf of the Committee on For-
eign Relations, we have requested that the 
Committee be discharged from further con-
sideration of the Protocol Additional to the 
Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949, and 
relating to the Adoption of an Additional 
Distinctive Emblem, which was adopted at 
Geneva on December 8, 2005, and signed by 
the United States on that date (Treaty Doc. 
109–10A) (‘‘Geneva Protocol III’’ or the ‘‘Pro-
tocol’’). 

The Protocol creates a new distinctive em-
blem, a Red Crystal, that will serve the same 
purposes as the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
emblems. The Red Crystal is a neutral em-
blem that can be used by governments and 
national societies that face challenges using 
the existing emblems or that believe this 
neutral emblem may offer enhanced protec-
tion in certain situations. The Protocol also 
paved the way for Magen David Adom, 
Israel’s national society, to become a mem-
ber of the International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement. 

As chairman and ranking member of the 
Committee, we have reviewed the Protocol, 
as well as responses provided by the Depart-
ment of State to written questions that we 
have submitted on the Protocol. Based on 
our review, we believe that the Protocol is in 
the interests of the United States and urge 
the Senate to act promptly to give advice 
and consent to ratification of the Protocol. 
Ratification of the Protocol will reinforce 
and extend the longstanding and historic 
leadership of the United States in the law of 
armed conflict. We support prompt ratifica-
tion of the Protocol this year, as such action 
emphasizes the U.S. commitment to the hu-
manitarian objectives of the International 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and 
its fundamental principles of universality 
and neutrality. 

Because the Committee has not formally 
acted on the Protocol, there is no Committee 
report. Therefore, in order to assist senators 
in evaluating the Protocol, we are submit-
ting for the Record a summary prepared by 
professional staff of the Committee outlining 
the purpose and background of the Protocol, 
as well as its key provisions. We also are in-
cluding the responses from the Department 
of State to questions that we submitted on 
the Protocol. 

Staff Summary of the Protocol Additional to 
the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949, 
and Relating to the Adoption of an Addi-
tional Distinctive Emblem (Treaty Doc. 
109–10A). 

I. PURPOSE 

The Protocol Additional to the Geneva 
Conventions of August 12, 1949, and relating 
to the Adoption of an Additional Distinctive 
Emblem, was adopted at Geneva on Decem-
ber 8, 2005, and signed by the United States 
on that date (Treaty Doc. 109–10A). 

The Protocol, also referred to as Ge-
neva Protocol III, creates a new dis-
tinctive emblem, a Red Crystal, in ad-
dition to and for the same purposes as 
the Red Cross and the Red Crescent 
emblems. 

II. BACKGROUND 

The 1949 Geneva Conventions provide for 
the respect and protection of military med-
ical and religious personnel during inter-

national armed conflicts. The 1949 Geneva 
Conventions retained the distinctive em-
blems as a means of easily identifying and 
protecting such personnel, their vehicles and 
their facilities. The Conventions also permit 
authorized national societies of the High 
Contracting Parties to the Geneva Conven-
tions to use these emblems in certain cir-
cumstances. The Geneva Protocol III creates 
a new emblem, the Red Crystal, equal in all 
respects to the existing emblems (Red Cross, 
Red Crescent and the Red Lion and Sun), to 
be used by military medical and religious 
services and authorized national societies. 

The new distinctive emblem, the Red Crys-
tal, is a neutral emblem that can be used by 
governments and national societies that face 
challenges using the existing emblems or 
that believe that this neutral emblem may 
offer enhanced protections in certain situa-
tions. The United States had urged the High 
Contracting Parties to the Geneva Conven-
tion to conclude a protocol on this issue as 
an important step towards achieving truly 
universal membership in the International 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement. The 
text of the Geneva Protocol III was drawn up 
in October 2000, following discussions within 
the Joint Working Group established by the 
Standing Commission of the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent pursuant to the mandate as-
signed to it by Resolution 3 of the 27th Inter-
national Conference of the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent and subsequent consultations. 
This draft followed attempts to resolve this 
issue during the negotiations of the 1949 Ge-
neva Conventions and during the negotia-
tions of Protocols I and II in the 1970s. As 
adopted, the Geneva Protocol III paved the 
way for Magen David Adom, Israel’s national 
society, to become a member of the Inter-
national Red Cross and Red Crescent Move-
ment. 

III. SUMMARY OF KEY PROVISIONS OF THE 
AGREEMENT 

The key provisions of the Geneva Protocol 
III establish the new emblem, the Red Crys-
tal, and set forth applicable rules. 

Article 2 establishes the new emblem ‘‘in 
addition to, and for the same purposes as’’ 
the existing distinctive emblems. It also es-
tablishes that the emblems ‘‘shall enjoy 
equal status’’ and that the conditions for use 
of and respect for the new emblem are iden-
tical to those applicable to the existing em-
blems. Article 2 also authorizes the medical 
and religious personnel of armed forces of 
the parties to make temporary use of any of 
the distinctive emblems (including the Red 
Crystal) where such use may enhance protec-
tion. Article 3 authorizes national societies 
of parties that decide to use the new emblem 
to incorporate within it one or more of the 
existing emblems or ‘‘another emblem which 
has been in effective use by a High Con-
tracting Party and was the subject of a com-
munication to the other High Contracting 
Parties and the International Committee of 
the Red Cross’’ prior to December 8, 2005. 
This Article also authorizes a national soci-
ety that incorporates within the new em-
blem one of the existing emblems to ‘‘use the 
designation of that emblem and display it 
within its national territory.’’ 

Article 4 authorizes the International 
Committee of the Red Cross and the Inter-
national Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies and their duly authorized 
personnel to use the new emblem ‘‘in excep-
tional circumstances and to facilitate their 
work.’’ Article 5 authorizes the medical serv-
ices and religious personnel participating in 
operations under the auspices of the United 
Nations to use one of the distinctive em-
blems with the agreement of the partici-
pating states. Article 6 extends to the new 
distinctive emblem provisions of the Geneva 
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